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SUB J : MIDDLE EAST FORCE - THE NEW FORMAT 

REF: STATE 141742 

1 . WE AGREE WITH DEPARTMENT THAT THIS IS NOT AN APPROPRIATE 
TIME TO APPROACH THE GOP CONCERNING A TWO- WEEK SELF- 
MAINTENANCE PERIOD FOR MIDEASTFOR IN KARACHI. THE PROSPECTS 
FOR USING KARACHI FOR FLAGSHIP SELF-MAINTENANCE WILL 
OBVIOUSLY DEPEND ON THE STATE OF US/PAK RELATIONS AFTER 
THE CURRENT POLITICAL CONFRONTATION IN PAKISTAN IS OVER. 

WE ARE ENTERING AN ELECTION PERIOD IN WHICH ANTI-AMERICANISM 
WILL PROBABLY BE AN IMPORTANT CAMPAIGN THEME. 

2. ON THE ASSUMPTION THAT THERE WILL NOT BE A FURTHER 
DRAMATIC DECLINE IN US/PAK RELATIONS, HOWEVER, WE WOULD 
CONCLUDE THAT THE TWO-WEEK SELF-MAINTENANCE PERIOD 
WOULD BE REASONABLE AND ACCEPTABLE TO THE GOP. WE NOTE 
THAT EVEN IN THE CURRENT ATMOSPHERE OF GOVERNMENT-INSPIRED 
ATTACKS ON THE US, THE PAK NAVY IS STILT. INTERESTED IN 

US SHIP VISITS, AND WE HAVE RECEIVED STANDARD APPROVAL 
SECRET 
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FOR RECENTLY REQUESTED VISITS. BARRING A MAJOR DISINTEGRA- 
TION IN US/PAK TIES, WE THEREFORE BELIEVE THE GOP WILL 
NOT OBJECT TO THE PROPOSED MAINTENANCE PERIOD. 

3. WE ASSUME THAT THE SELF-MAINTENANCE PERIOD IS PART OF 
RATHER THAN IN ADDITION TO OUR AGREED UPON FIFTEEN DAYS 
PER QUARTER PIER TIME FOR USN SHIPS. WE CONSEQUENTLY 
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RECOMMEND THAT MIDEASTFOR CONSIDER SPENDING ONE WEEK OF 
THE MAINTENANCE PERIOD AT PIER SIDE AND ONE WEEK AT ANCHOR. 

WITH THAT CAVEAT, AND WITH THE UNDERSTANDING WE WILL TAKE 
ANOTHER LOOK AT THE POLITICAL SITUATION AS WE COME CLOSER 
TO OUR FIRST SUCH VISIT, THE EMBASSY SUPPORTS THE ONE 
SELF-MAINTENANCE PERIOD PER YEAR RECOMMENDED REFTEL. 

CONSTABLE 


SECRET 


NNN 
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